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MANDATE

It is the duty of the College at all times
to serve and protect the public, and to
exercise its powers and discharge its
responsibilities under all enactments in
the public interest.

TECH TALK
Tech Talk keeps you up to date on College activities. Please keep on file for reference.

CHAIRÕS REPORT 
Where has the time gone? Since
the spring of 2004 I have had the
privilege of being the Chair of the
Board and I must say it is quite
humbling when the Board

Members select you as a representative for the
Board. Now the time has come to pass on the torch
because this current year will be my last year as
Chair. As I have stated many times before, being a
Board Member as well as Chair is an eye opening
experience and one I will never regret. Let’s be
honest, as an RDT or Assistant if you don’t
religiously read all the policies, bylaws, newsletters
and attend the Annual General Meeting you will
probably not grasp what the College really does…
become a Board Member and you will understand.

On behalf of the Board, I would like to welcome
Mr. Ronald Revell, RDT as our new permanent
Registrar. Mr. Revell has proved himself in these past
months to be an excellent Registrar and we look
forward to working with him well into the future.

With the holiday season upon us, I would like to
extend happy holidays to all registrants from the
Board Members and staff at the College.

John Eggeling, RDT
Chair

REGISTRARÕS REPORT
As the New Year approaches people often take the
time to reflect on the accomplishments and
challenges that they have experienced both
personally and professionally over the year. At the
College, this past year has been marked by
considerable change as I continue to adapt to my
new position as full-time Registrar for the College.
Each day brings challenges and opportunities for
new learning as I address the various tasks involved
in both managing and representing a regulatory
College. I would like to take this opportunity to
express my sincere appreciation to John, Gord and
the rest of the Board Members and especially to the
office staff, Doris and Donna, for their support and
patience over the past few months as I learn how to
balance my new office responsibilities. Thank you!

As Registrar, I have been privileged to attend a
number of meetings recently including the College of
Dental Technologists of Ontario’s “Education Day” in
Toronto. During the day I was able to listen to
presentations by Dr. Peter Cooney (the Chief Dental
Officer for Health Canada) and Mr. Peter Sadlier-
Brown (Vice-chair of the Health Professions
Regulatory Advisory Council). They spoke of the
expectation of collaboration between all members of
the dental team in the provision of dental care, and
the government’s perspective on what constitutes
effective professional regulation in the public interest.
It is gratifying to see that senior government officials
are recognizing the significant contributions of dental
technicians in the provision of oral health care to the
Canadian public. To me this is a further indication
that our profession is evolving and growing in order
to meet the demands of modern day dentistry.

I also attended a meeting in Ottawa with the manager
of the Medical Devices Bureau (Health Canada) and
several other provincial regulators to discuss our
common concerns regarding the potential risk to
public safety that is inherent in the importation and
sale of dental appliances that are being fabricated by
unregistered individuals outside of a regulatory
jurisdiction. The Canadian Alliance of Dental
Technology Regulators held a follow-up meeting in
Montréal to discuss the issue further as well as to
consider the need to amend the Competency Profile
of a Canadian Dental Technician / Technologist to
better address the needs of modern dentistry.

College Of fice
Closur e

The College office
will close from

December 25, 2006
to January 1, 2007
for Christmas and

New Year,
and will reopen on
January 2, 2007.
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WHAT DOES THE COLLEGE DO FOR ME?
Despite numerous articles written over the years, many one-on-one conversations and several discussion forums, there still seems to be
significant confusion over the role of a regulatory College. Both Board Members and staff are often asked the question; “What does the
College do for me?” The answer to that question can be found in the Health Professions Act, Section 16 where it lists the duty and objects of a
College. To summarise, the College’s duty is to by administering the Act, the Regulation and the Bylaws.

The Ministry of Health has made it quite clear that College cannot address the interests of the individual dental technician. That mandate is the
job of a professional association, such as the Dental Technician’s Association of BC. However, by fulfilling our mandate the College does safe-
guard your right to practice as a professional with a protected title and a restricted scope of practice. Through setting licensure and practice
standards as well as monitoring and enforcing the Code of Ethics and continuing education requirements, the College works to increase the
prestige and recognition of your profession in the dental community.

Below is a comparison of the structure and mandate of the two different types of organizations.

SeasonÕs Greetings

2007-08 REGISTRATION RENEWALS
Renewal application form and invoice will be mailed to all
registrants in mid-January 2007.
• Please ensure that the College has your current mailing

address.
• All registrants will be required to attest to compliance with the

requirement for 675 practice hours in the last 3-year period
[Bylaws 33(1)(f), (g)].

• RDTs must submit evidence of having obtained the required
professional liability insurance, eg. a copy of their personal
certificate of insurance.

• Renewal application, proof of insurance (for RDTs only) and
renewal fees are due by February 28, 2007.

• Payments received after February 28 will be subject to an
additional late payment penalty fee.

• Registrants will be removed from the Register and may not
practice dental technology if the required documents and fees
are not received by the College on or before March 31, 2007.

REGULATORY COLLEGE

Purpose of the Organization
• regulate the profession
• protect the public

Authority
• delegated by Provincial government
• set out in law
• ability to fine / discipline registrants
• to cancel / restrict licence to practice

What it must do
• everything required by legislation
• licence / discipline / set standards
• investigate complaints
• require continuing education

Accountable to
• the Ministry of Health
• the public

Typical activities
• licensing
• inquiry and discipline
• quality assurance
• inspections

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

Purpose of the Organization
• serve the needs of its members
• support and advance the profession

Authority
• set out in rules approved by members
• to cancel membership

What it must do
• only activities directed by members

Accountable to
• the membership

Typical activities
• advocate for members
• promote the profession
• press releases
• legal advice
• employment issues
• provision of insurance
• member services (counselling)
• continuing education courses
• fee guides
• lobbying government

Perhaps this will be of some help to those of you who struggle with the question – “What does
the College do for me?” Maybe it’s time to ask another question as well which is “What can an
Association do for me?” Why not give the Dental Technician’s Association of BC a call and find
out how you can get involved in building and supporting a strong professional association in
BC that will be able to address your individual needs!

The Board has a very busy time ahead, as we are currently facing a
number of significant issues that must be addressed in the
immediate future. Some of those issues include the development of
a policy document that will better explain the expectations and
requirements of the Code of Ethics and the Standards of Practice,
the issue of “outsourcing” of dental appliances, and the increasing
number of employers who advise us that they have difficulty in
finding skilled dental technicians to hire. I look forward to continuing
to work with the Board and the various Committees as we face these
sometimes difficult issues in the coming year.

I hope everyone has an opportunity to enjoy some time with their
family and friends this holiday season and would like to wish each of
you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Ronald Revell,RDT
Registrar

WHERE CAN AN RDT
OBTAIN THE REQUIRED
PROFESSIONAL
LIABILITY INSURANCE?
If you are having difficulty in getting
the required professional liability
insurance, you may wish to contact
the Dental Technician’s Association
of BC (DTABC) for assistance.

Don’t wait until you receive the
renewal notice from the College.
Give the DTABC a call today at:

1-888-836-4382
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DEPUTY REGISTRAR APPOINTED
The Board is pleased to announce that it has appointed Ms. Doris
Chan to a position as Deputy Registrar effective November 1, 2006.
Ms. Chan joined the College in November 2003 as the Executive
Assistant. During the past three years, Ms. Chan has assisted the
Registrar in the administration of the affairs of the College and the
provision of support to the Board and Committees. In particular, she
has been managing the College’s financial and accounting system
and has coordinated and monitored the continuing education
program for RDTs.

Ms. Chan holds diplomas in financial management from BCIT,
administration and secretarial studies from Western Australia, and
has recently completed her undergraduate degree in accounting at
BCIT. She has many years of business administration and
accounting experience, including previous working experience in
another regulatory College in BC. The combination of educational
background and experience that Ms. Chan brings to the position are
a definite asset to this College. With the appointment, Ms. Chan is
expected to assume some additional responsibilities as delegated by
the Registrar and will continue to assist Mr. Revell and the College to
fulfill its mandate in an effective and efficient manner.

CONTINUING EDUCATION
RDTs are reminded that the current Continuing Education cycle
ends on February 29, 2008.

RDTs will find their up-to-date CE records for the 2005-2008 cycle
enclosed with this newsletter. Any errors or omissions should be
reported to Doris Chan at the College office immediately.

The 2007 Pacific Dental Conference will be held during March
8 – 10, 2007 in Vancouver, with the Spectrum Pacific Techno-Clinical
Day scheduled for Saturday, March 10 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm.
This day will bring together speakers and products of special interest
to dentists, dental technicians, and denturists. It aims to bridge the
knowledge gaps between these dental professions by speakers
focusing on the common theme of clinical success and inter-
professional communication. The scientific program includes the
following speakers: David Kochberg, RDT; Dr. Dario Adolfi; Henry
Rotsaert, RDT; Dr. Jim Beck; James Neuber, RDT and Claude
Sieber, MDT.

The Canadian Dental Assistants’ Association (CDAA) has revised
the order form for accessing their home study library of continuing
education materials. A new order form is attached. RDTs who are
interested in using this opportunity to fulfill some of the continuing
education requirements should phone Doris Chan or email her at
assistant_cdtbc@telus.net for further information about the ordering
process.

The Continuing Education Committee has recently approved CE
credits for the successful completion of quizzes in the following
magazines:

• Dental Auxiliary Magazine – each post-test is approved for 2.5
CE credits 

• Spectrum Dialogue Plus – each quiz is approved for 1 CE credit

2006 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The College’s 2006 Annual General Meeting was held on September 21, 2006 at
the Holiday Inn, Vancouver Centre, with 51 RDTs and 2 Assistants in attendance.

Several awards were presented at the meeting, including:

• 2005 Practical Exam Award
�L award to: Mr. Ronald Scanlan, RDT

• Awards for Recognition of Contribution/Service
�L award to: Ms. Rosemary Ishkanian, former Registrar
�L award to: Retired Board Members

�N Mr. Andrew Pritchard, RDT
�N Mr. Ken Izumi, RDT
�N Ms. Barbara Lee

In recognition of your
many years of dedicated
service and outstanding

accomplishments as
Registrar.

Your exceptional vision
and leadership has brought

the Dental Technology
profession into a new era.

Ms. Rosemary Ishkanian,
former Registrar (right),
received an award from
the College for her service
from 1991 to 2006.

Mr. Ronald Revell, Registrar
(right), presented the 2005
Practical Exam Award to Mr.
Ronald Scanlan, RDT.

Mr. John Eggeling, Chair
(left) presented an award to
Mr. Andrew Pritchard, RDT in
appreciation of his
contribution as a Board
Member from 1998 to 2006.

Mr. John Eggeling (left)
presented an award to
Mr. Ken Izumi, RDT in
appreciation of his
contribution as a Board
Member from 1999 to 2006.

Mr. John Eggeling (left)
presented an award to Ms.
Barbara Lee in appreciation
of her contribution as a
Board Member from 2003 to
2006.

An education forum on “Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System (WHMIS) at Work” was offered after the meeting and
presented by Mr. Martin Rusticus of St. John Ambulance.

STUDENT AWARD

The College has established an endowment fund to provide an
entrance scholarship for the eligible applicant who has achieved the
highest score in the selections process of the Dental Technology
Program at Vancouver Community College (VCC). The 2006
scholarship was awarded to Mr. Hui Jie (Jeff) Ouyang, and was
presented by the Registrar, Mr. Ronald Revell, RDT on November
10, 2006 at the VCC Fall Scholarship Awards Ceremony.
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EXAMINA TION UPDATE

The 2006 practical exams were held during August at Vancouver Community College. Eighteen
candidates challenged the practical exams this year.

Mr. Karol Hoffmann, RDT prepared the exam models as well as providing assistance with the invigilation
of the exams on site at VCC. Again, the College would like to acknowledge and thank Mr. Hoffmann for
his valuable contributions and support with the administration of this year’s exams.

The practical exams were marked on a number of Saturdays through the months from August to October.
67% of the candidates passed all of their required assignments and are eligible for registration as an
RDT. Congratulations to all of the successful candidates!

The second sitting of the 2006 theory exams was offered on November 17, 2006. Twenty-five candidates
attempted the exams, with the majority of them writing both the Jurisprudence Exam and Competency
Exam. 64% of the candidates passed the Jurisprudence Exam and 54% of the candidates passed the
Competency Exam.

ÒNO ELECTIONÓ NOTICE
There are no vacancies for elected Members on the Board for the 2007-08 election period. Respective
terms of office for the past few years and through to May 2008 are set out below:

2004-05 Election
term starts 
May 2004

No Openings

Pritchard, RDT
yr. 2 of 3
Eggeling, RDT
yr. 3 of 3

Jahr, RDT
yr. 3 of 3

Robertshaw, RDT
yr. 2 of 3

Izumi, RDT 
yr. 2 of 3

Sarwari, Asst
yr. 3 of 3

2005-06 Election
term starts
May 2005

Opening for 
2 RDTs
1 Assistant

Pritchard, RDT 
yr. 3 of 3
Eggeling, RDT 
yr. 1 of 3

Jahr, RDT
yr. 1 of 3

Robertshaw, RDT
yr. 3 of 3

Izumi, RDT
yr. 3 of 3

Park, Asst
yr. 1 of 3

2006-07 Election
term starts
May 2006

Opening for
3 RDTs

Roche, RDT
yr. 1 of 3
Eggeling, RDT
yr. 2 or 3

Jahr, RDT
yr. 2 of 3

Robertshaw, RDT
yr. 1 of 3

Van De Snepscheut, RDT
yr. 1 of 3

Park, Asst
yr. 2 of 3

2007-08 Election
term starts
May 2007

Roche, RDT
yr. 2 of 3

Eggeling, RDT
yr. 3 or 3

Jahr, RDT
yr. 3 of 3

Robertshaw, RDT
yr. 2 of 3

Van De Snepscheut, RDT
yr. 2 of 3

Park, Asst
yr. 3 of 3

2008-09 Election
term starts
May 2008
Opening for 
2 RDTs
1 Assistant

Roche, RDT 
yr. 3 of 3
OPENING

OPENING

Robertshaw, RDT
yr. 3 of 3

Van De Snepscheut, RDT
yr. 3 of 3

OPENING

Please note that the terms of office for two of our appointed public Board Members, Dr. Bikkar Lalli and
Mr. Bernie Leong, will end in May 2007.

From all of us
at the

College of Dental Technicians
of BC

Happy Holidays!

BOARD
¥ John Eggeling, RDT

Chair

¥ Gordon Robertshaw, RDT
Vice-Chair

¥ Hege Jahr, RDT

¥ Azim Lalani,CA

¥ Bikkar Lalli, Ph.D.

¥ Bernie Leong

¥ Dong Hee Park,Assistant

¥ Therese Roche, RDT

¥ Barry Van De Snepscheut, RDT

STAFF
¥ Ronald Revell,RDT

Registrar
¥ Doris Chan

Deputy Registrar
¥ Donna Kwinlaug

Receptionist

BYLA WS AMENDMENTS
The following bylaws amendments were approved:
• section 26(2) – annual report
• section 29(2)(b) – new registration option stream
• section 35(2), (3) – initial and renewal registration fees
• section 57 – mandatory professional liability insurance

The latest version of the College’s Bylaws was mailed to
all registrants in November. Electronic copies can also be
downloaded from the College’s website @ www.cdt.bc.ca
Click Enter the Site
Click Registrants of the College
Click Publications
Click Bylaws

ENGLISH LANGUAGE COMPETENCY 
The Board has reviewed the College's process for assessing English language competency as required
for Dental Technician applicants, and takes the position that the current written licensure examinations
adequately address proficiency in profession specific language. Accordingly, the Board has revised the
requirement for additional evidence to be provided with respect to an applicant's level of English language
competency. Effective July 8, 2006, Dental Technician applicants must demonstrate proficiency in the
English language as required under Bylaw 29(1)(d) by successfully passing the College’s written
Competency and Jurisprudence theory examinations offered in English. Applicants are no longer required
to complete a TOEFL, ELA or IELTS test to prove their competency in English.


